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that believe that only when they are surrounded by enemies may 
they keep their positions of power, or governments who because 
of their lack of understanding believe that every other government 
shares their own thirst for power.

What we are trying to do is to show that America wants nothing 
from anyone else except the decency, the respect, the considera­ 
tion that America herself is ready to accord to every other nation 
in full measure.

The one thing to say about all these problems is that no 
miraculous overnight accomplishment can be expected. These 
things affect not only all of our 158 million people; they affect the 
whole world—two and a half billions. Consequently, what hap­ 
pens is that trends must be set up, doctrines must be officially in­ 
stilled, truth must be held up patiently before the world, until 
all of us understand that decency and justice are words that are 
still important to all humans and that greed and power, military 
strength, are after all only transitory, and cannot prevail over the 
spirit of man.

It is in these terms, ladies, and in this kind of incessant, endless
^ork that your administration—the one that you sent here—is
trying to discharge its responsibilities and to fulfill the promises
made not only to you but to all the American people of all
political parties.

Thank you very much. 

NOTE : The President spoke at the Statler Hotel in Washington.

58 Iff Letter to Senator Anderson Concerning the 
Submerged Lands Bill. April 24,1953

My dear Senator Anderson:
I have received the letter signed by yourself and other Senators 

relative to S.J. Res. 13.
The Republican Platform clearly stated, "We favor restora-
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tion to the States of their rights to all lands and resources beneath 
navigable inland and offshore waters within their historic 
boundaries."

During the past campaign on October i3th I made the follow­ 
ing statement :

"So, let me be clear in my position on the tidelands and all sub­ 
merged lands and resources beneath inland offshore waters which 
lie within historic state boundaries. As I have said before, my 
views are in line with my party's platform. I favor the recogni­ 
tion of clear legal title to these lands in each of the forty-eight 
states.

"This has been my position since 1948, long before I was 
persuaded to go into politics. ...

"The Supreme Court has declared in very recent years that 
there are certain paramount Federal rights in these areas. But 
the court expressly recognized the right of Congress to deal with 
the matters of ownership and title.

"Twice by substantial majorities, both Houses of Congress 
have voted to recognize the traditional concept of state ownership 
of these submerged areas. Twice these Acts of Congress have 
been vetoed by the President.

"I would approve such Acts of Congress."
The next day, October i4th, I made specific reference to the 

State of Texas:
"Just a hundred and seven years ago, the United States Senate 

decided that the public lands of Texas were not worth ten million 
dollars .... So the United States said to Texas: 'Keep your 
debts—and keep your lands. We don't want either.' And so the 
State of Texas paid off the ten million dollar debt of the Republic. 
It kept its two hundred million acres of lands—including the sub­ 
merged area extending three marine leagues seaward into the 
Gulf of Mexico."

My position is the same today. It was further amplified by the 
Administration representatives in the hearings before the Senate 
and your committees considering the legislation.
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I favor the prompt passage by the Senate of SJ. Res. 13 with 
any amendments the Senate may approve, not inimical to the 
principles which I have expressed. It has never been my belief 
that the several states should have any title to lands beyond their 
historical boundaries on the continental shelf.

I hesitate to express an opinion on legislative procedure, but I 
am deeply concerned with the delay of the entire Administration 
program in the Senate of the United States.

However, let me make it clear that I am not criticizing the Sen­ 
ators who have views on this subject different from mine. I 
respect their sincerity and their right to vote as they think best. 

Sincerely,
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

59 flf Memorandom Convening the President's 
Conference on Administrative Procedure. 
Aprils 1953

[ Released April 29, 1953. Dated April 28, 1953 ]

To All Executive Departments and Administrative Agencies:
I am in receipt of a communication frorri"theChieTjustice of 

the United States, in his capacity as Chairman of the Judicial 
Conference of the United States, concerning unnecessary delay, 
expense and volume of records in some adjudicatory and rule- 
making proceedings in the Executive Departments and Adminis­ 
trative Agencies. I attach a copy of that letter.

The suggestion there transmitted has the endorsement of the 
Attorney General. It affords opportunity for a public service of 
benefit to both citizens and Government. Accordingly, I am 
happy to call a conference of representatives of the departments 
and agencies, and of the judiciary and the bar, for the purpose of 
studying the problems thus described.

219



<J 84 Public Papers of the Presidents

The Administration has begun the heavy task of putting the 
federal government's fiscal house in order. It is moving vigor­ 
ously to reduce expenditures with due regard for the nefeds of 
national security. I am making the above tax recommendations 
in the conviction that they are prudent and sound. I commend 
them to the earnest attention of the Congress.

DWIGHT D. ElSENHOWER

85 ^f Statement by the President on the 
Forthcoming Meeting of the Heads of Government 
of the United States, Great Britain, and France. 

2 1, 1953

THE GOVERNMENTS of the United States, Great Britain and 
France have been in consultation with the view of holding an 
informal high level meeting. We have agreed that such a meet­ 
ing is desirable at a date convenient to all of us. A primary 
purpose will be further to develop common viewpoints with these 
friends on the many problems that must be solved cooperatively 
so that the cause of world peace may be advanced.

86 *I Statement by the President Upon Signing 
the Submerged Lands Act. May 22,1 953

I AM PLEASED to sign this measure into law recognizing the 
ancient rights of the States in the submerged lands within their 
historic boundaries. As I have said many times I deplore and I 
will always resist federal encroachment upon rights and affairs 
of the States. Recognizing the States' claim to these lands is in 
keeping with basic principles of honesty and fair play.

This measure also recognizes the interests of the Federal Gov­ 
ernment in the submerged lands outside of the historic boundaries
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of the States. Such lands should be administered by the Federal 
Government and income therefrom should go into the Federal 
Treasury.
NOTE: As enacted, the Submerged Lands Act is Public Law 31, 83d Congress 
(67 Stat. 29) .

87 <5I Statement by the President on the Armistice 
Negotiations at Panmunjom. May 26, 1953

THE ATTENTION of the free world is focused upon the armis­ 
tice negotiations at Panmunjom. There, on May 25, the United 
Nations Command renewed its efforts to bring an honorable peace 
to Korea and a fair and humane settlement of the POW issue. 
To speed these negotiations the United Nations Command re­ 
quested executive, in other words confidential, sessions. We are 
continuing to observe the executive nature of those sessions.

There are, however, certain principles inherent in the United 
Nations Command position which are basic and not subject to 
change. No prisoners will be repatriated by force. No prisoners 
will be coerced or intimidated in any way. And there must be a 
definite limit to the period of their captivity. The procedures 
used in handling the prisoners must reflect these principles.

In all this, our allies are in full accord. These principles ac­ 
cord also with the prevailing view of a representative bipartisan 
group of Senators and Congressmen who have been consulted.

Finally: These principles on which we stand are the same as 
those which were formally approved by fifty-four members of 
the United Nations.
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